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Burrender our civilization nor to convert the re-oub- lic

into an Empire we favor an 'immediate
declaration o tlie nation's purpose to give the
Filipinos, first, a stable form of government;
second, independence, and third, protection from
outside interference, such as has been given for
nearly a century to the republics of Central and
South America."

In 1904, the democratic national platform
contained tho following plank:

"We insist that we ought to do for the Fili-
pinos what we have? done already for tho Cubans,
and it is our duty to make that promise now and
upon suitable guarantees of protection to citi-
zens of our own and other countries resident
there at the time of our withdrawal, set the Fili-
pino people upon their feet, free and independ-
ent to work but their own destiny."

Again in 1908 the democratic national plat-
form stated its position in relation to tho Fili-
pinos. The plank follows:

"Wo condemn the experiment in imperialism
as an inexcusable blurtdor which has involved us
in enormous expenses, brought us weakness in-

stead of strength, and laid our nation open to
the charge of abandoning a fundamental doc-
trine of self-governme- nt. We favor an imme-
diate declaration of the nation's purpose to rec-
ognize the independence of the Philippine Islands
as soon as a stable government can be establ-
ished, such independence to be guaranteed by
us as we guarantee the independence" of Cuba,
until tho neutralization of the islands can be se-

cured by treaty with other powers. In recog-
nizing tho independence of the Philippines our
government should retain such land as may be
necessary for coaling stations and naval bases."

The democratic national platform oil 1912
contained tho following declaration:

"Wo reafllrm tho position thrico announced by
the democracy in national convention assembled
against a policy of imperialism and colonial ex-
ploitation in the Philippines or elsewhere. Wo
condemn the experiment in imperialism as an
inexcusable blunder, which has involved us in
enormous expenses, brought us weakness in-
stead of strength, and laid our nation dpen to the
charge of abandonment of the fundamental doc-trin- o

of self-governme- nt. Wo favor an imme-
diate declaration of the nation's purpose to rec-
ognize the independence of the Philippine Islands
as soon as a stable form of government can be
established, such independence to bo guaranteed
by us until the neutralization of the islands can
be secured by treaty with other .powers. In rec-
ognizing the independence of the Philippines
our government 'should retain such land as may
bo necessary for coaling stations and naval
bases."

Tho democratic national platform of 1916
contained tho following plank:

"We heartily indorse the provisions of the bill
recently passed by tho houso of representatives
further promoting self-governm- ent in tho Phili-
ppine Islands as being' in fulfillment of the pol-
icy declared by tho democratic party in its last
national platform, and we reiterate our indorse-
ment of tho purpose of ultimato independence
for the Philippine Islands expressed in the pre-
amble of that measure."

PROMISE OF THE PHILIPPINE BILL
On August 16, the senate, by a vote of 37 to

22, passed the Jones Philippine bill, giving a
greater measure of .self-governme- nt. The house
passed the bill, which was the result of a com-
mittee conference, two days later. President
Wilson signed the, bill August 29. The bill, as
passed, names no spec'fictime within which

be granted. The preamble of
the act, declaring the ultimate purpose of the
United States, follows:

"Whereas it was never tho intention of the
people of the United States iu the incjpiency of
the war with Spain to make it a war of conquest
or for territorial aggrandizement; and

"Whereas it is. as it has always been, the pur-
pose of the people of tho United States to with-
draw their sovereignty ovor the Phlippine Islands
and to recognize their independence as soon as
a stable government can be established therein;
and

"Whereas for the speedy. .accomplishment of
such purpose it in desirablo to place in tho hands
of the people of. the Philippines sas large a con-
trol of their domestic affaicsi a"ft!an bo given
them without in the meantimfi;Vnairing the exr
ereise of tho rights of sovereignto, by tll People
of the United States, in ordniAiiat, by tho use
and exercise of popular foauvikta& and govern-
mental powers, theyonay b.oithqtbetter. prepared
to fully, assume the- - responsibilities and enjoy
all the privileges of complete independence," . .

A Nation's Tribute to Lincoln
Address of President Wilson, accepting tho

Lincoln homestead at Hodgenville, Ky., Septem-
ber 4, 1916, presented to tho government by the
Lincoln farm association.

No more significant memorial could have been
presented to tho nation than this. It expresses
so much of what is singular and noteworthy in
tho history of tho country; it suggests so many
of the things that wo prize most highly in our
life and in our system of government. How
eloquent this little house within this shrine is
of the vigor of democracy! Thero Is nowhere
in the land any home so remote, so humble, that
it may not contain tho power of mind and heart
and conscience to which nations yield and his-
tory submits its processes. Nature pays no
tribute to aristocracy, subscribes to no creed of
caste, renders fealty to no monarch or master of
any name or kind. Genius is no snob. It does
not run after titles or seek by preference the
high circles of society. It affects humble com-
pany as well as great. It pays no special trib-
ute to universities or learned societies or con-
ventional standards of greatness, but serenely
chooses its own comrades, its own haunts, its
own cradle even, and its own life of adventure
and of training. Here is proof of it. This little
hut was the cradle of one of the great sons of
men, a man of singular, delightful, vital genius
who presently emerged upon Ihe great stage of
the nation's history, gaunt, shy, ungainly, but
dominant and majestic, a natural ruler of men,
himself inevitably the central figure of the
great plot. No man can explain this, but every
man can see how it demonstrates the vigor of
democracy, where every door is open, in every
hamlet and countryside, in city and wilderness
alike, for the ruler to emerge when he will and
claim his leadership'in the free life. Such are
tho authentic proofs of the validity and vitality
of democracy.

"Here, no less, hides the mystery of democracy.
Who shall guess this secret of nature and provi-
dence and a free polity? Whatever tho vigor
and vitality of the stock from which he sprang,
its mere vigor and soundness do not explain
where this man got his great heart that seemed
to comprehend all mankind in its catholic and
benignant sympathy, the mind that sat enthroned
behind thoso brdoding, melancholy eyds, whose
vision swopt many an horizon which those about
him dreamed not of, that mind that compre-
hended what it had never seen, and understood
the language of affairs with the ready easo of
one to the manner born, or that nature which
seemed in its varied richness to be the familiar
of men of every way of life. Thitf is the sacred
mystery of democracy, that its richest fruits
spring up out of soils which no man has ore-par- ed

and in circumstances amidst which thev
are the least expected. This is a place alike of
mystery and of reassurance.

It is likely that in a society ordered other-
wise than our own Lincoln could not have found
himself or the path of fame and power upon
which he walked serenely to his death. In this
place it is right that we should remind ourselves
of the solid and striking facts upon which our
faith in democracy is founded. Many another
man besides Linooln has served the nation in its
hitrhest places of counsel and of action whose
origins were afs humblo as his. Though the
greatest example of the universal energy, rich-
ness, stimulation, and force of democracy, he is
only one examnle among many. The permeating
and all-pervasi- ve virtue of the freedom which
challenges us in America to make the most of
everv gift and power we possess evcrv page of
our history serves to emphasize and illustrate.
Standing here in this place, it seems almost the
wlmlo of the stirring story.

Hero Lincoln had his becrlnn-ngs- . Hero the
end and consummation of that great life seem
remote and a bit incredible. And yet there was
no break nnywhere between beginning and end,
ho lack of natural sequence nnywhere. Noth-

ing reallv incredible happened. Lincoln was
nnnTcctedlv as much at home In the White house
h" ho was here. Do you share with me the
frelic T wonder, that he was nermanently at
hrme nowhere? Tt seems to me that In the case
nf a man I would rather sav of a snirit. IMre

i:wnin the ruination where he wo is of little
significance, that it is alwavs what lie was

that reallv arrests our thought nd Jakes hold of

oiir imagination. It is 'the spirit-alwa-ys that is
pnvnroten. Lincoln; ke thereat of us, was nut
through the discipline of the-.wnrl- d

o

)
rough and exacting disclpllno for him, tin, in-
dispensable discipline for every man who would
know what he is about In tho midst of tho
world's affairs; but his spirit got only Its school-
ing thero. It did not dorivo its character or its
vision from tho oxporiencea which brought it to
its full revelation. Tho teat of every American
must always be, not whoro ho Is, but what ho
is. That, also, is of the essence of democracy,
nnd is the moral of which this placo is moat
gravely expressive.

Wo would like to think of men liko Lincoln
and Washington as typical Americans, but no
man can be typical who Is so unusual aa thoso
great men were. It was typical of Amorican lifo
that it should produce such men with supremo
indifference as to the manner in which It pro-
duced them, and as readily here In this hut as
amidst the little clrclo of cultivated gontlomon
to whom Virginia owed so much in leadership
and example. And Lincoln and Washington
were typical Americans in the uso thoy made of
their gonius. But thero will bo few such men at
best, and we will not look Into tho mystery of
how and why they come. We will only keep tho
door open for them always, and a hearty wel-
come, after wo havo recognized them.

1 havo read many biographies of Lincoln; I
have sought out with thQ greatest interest tho
many intimate stories that aro told of him, tho
narratives of nearby friends, tho sketches nt
close quarters, in which thoso who had tho priv-
ilege of being associated with him havo tried to
depict for us tho very man himself "in his habit
as he lived;" but I havo nowhere found a real
intimate of Lincoln's. I nowhero get tho im-
pression in any narrativo or reminiscence that
tho writer had in fact penetrated to tho heart of
his mystery, or that any man could penetrate to
the heart of It. That brooding spirit had no
real familiars. I get tho impression that it
never spoke out in complete self-revelatio- n, and
that it could. not reveal itself completely to any-
one. ' It was a very lonely spirit that looked out
from underneath thoso shaggy brows and 'com-
prehended men without fully communing with
them, as if, in spite of all its genial efforts at
comradeship, it dwelt apart, saw its visions of
duty where no man looked'on. Thero is a very
holy and terrible Isolation for the conscience of
every man who seeks to read tho destiny In af-

fairs for others as well as for himself, for a na-

tion as well as for individuals. That privacy no
man can intrude upon. That lonely search of
the spirit for the right perhaps no man can as-

sist. This strange child of tho cabin kept com-
pany with invisible things, wan born into ho in-

timacy but that of its own silently assembling
and deploying thoughts.

I havo come hero today, not to utter a eulogy
on Lincoln; he stands in need of none, but to en-

deavor to interpret, the meaning of this gift to
the nation of the placo of his birth and origin.
Is not this an altar upon which wo may forever
keep alive the vestal fire of democracy, as upon
a shrine at which some of tho deepest and most
sacred hopes of mankind may from ago to ago
be rekindled? For these hopes must constantly
be rekindled, and only thoso who live can re-

kindle them. The only stuff that can retain tho
life-givi- ng heat is tho stuff of living hearts. And
the hopes of mankind can not bo kept alivo by
words merely, by constitutions and doctrines of
right and codes of liberty. The object of democ-
racy is to transmute these into tho lifo and ac-

tion of society, the self-deni- al and self-sacrifi- ce

of heroic men and women willing to make their
lives an embodiment of right and service and
enlightened purpose. The commands of democ-
racy aro as imperative as its privileges and op-

portunities are wide and generous. Its compul-
sion is upon us. It will be great and lift a great
light for the guidance of the nations only if wo
aro great and carry that light high for tho guid-
ance of our own feet. We are not worthy to
stand here unless we ourselves be in deed and
in truth real democrats and servants oL'man-kin- d,

ready to give our very lives for the free-
dom and justice and spiritual exaltation of tho
great nation which shelters and nurtures us.

The American Grocer recently estimated that
the drink bill of America now exceeds tfjie bil-
lion and seven hundred millions annually As
only about one person in four uses liquor, this
means $9 Q for each. That's a lot of money .to
waste, especially as poor men are tho chle?


